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HAFTR Choir Performs at Chanukah Party 
    The annual Chanukah Party and menorah lighting ceremony were held on  
    Wednesday, December 21, 2011, the second night of the holiday.  About 200  
    people joined in the celebration.  Jerry Spampanato, General Manager for the  
    Port Authority started by lighting the shamash.  Manny Weiss, the immediate  
    past president of the shul, and Erica Stempler, Vice President, lit the two candles. 

  
    Since it is strictly forbidden to light candles in the airport buildings as this presents a      
    fire and safety hazard, a fire guard is present during the ceremony.  The shul must 
    employ a special officer for the evening so that we comply with the safety regulations  
    in the building and with Halacha.  (On the other nights of Chanukah the menorah  
    was lit with real candles near the EL AL check-in counter [Row 1] and a fire guard 
    was there as well.  Many passengers were grateful that they could 
    “participate” in this mitzvah.)    
 
    Each year travelers wish to light the menorah in the building and are told that it  
    cannot  be done.   We encourage travelers to ask relatives to kindle the menorah for 

         them. 
   

   Seventy-three students from the HAFTR choir entertained the guests.  It has been a  
   long standing tradition that the HAFTR choir has come to brighten the Party at JFK.   
   We are so grateful to Ms. Tova Zucker, coordinator of Student Activities, who 
   arranged the performance.  We also appreciate the involvement of Ms. Joy  
   Hammer, Principal, and Rabbi Dr. Steven Eisenberg, Director of Judaic Studies for  
   the Lower School.  All agreed it was a lovely, special evening.  Traditional holiday  
   refreshments were served, catered by Silver Creek Foods (Jerry Blum and Abe 
   Orzel) of Far Rockaway. 
 

 Winners of our Limited Raffle 
 As part of our Chanukah celebration, we conduct a fund raising raffle to support the 

         activities of the SYNAGOGUE.  This year we had five grand prizes, tickets for two 
         travelers on different airlines.  Below are the names of the station managers at JFK  
         Airport who donated the prizes and the names of the winners.  We are very grateful 
         to the them for the support of our activities.   Of course, every person who purchased 
         a Limited raffle is a winner.  YA’SHER KOACH TO ALL!  Everyone who supports 
         the raffle enables the continued operations of the only synagogue in a major airport  
         in the Western Hemisphere.  We provide for the needs of the 30,000 people at JFK  
         and the hundreds of thousands of travelers who visit each year.   
          



          
 

           

               

              

 

      

       RCA Health-Care Chaplains Conference at JFK Airport        "Chaplain of the Year Award" to Rabbi Zev Schostak                                      Israel Spring Break         

 
                                                                      
 

                                    

                                             

 

 
                                         Space Shuttle Lands at JFK Airport                                                                                 Solomon Schecter School of Queens 

 
 
 

                                                                   

 

                                                                                     Shacharis Minyan for Aveilim returning from Israel 

 
 
 
                       

                        

                                          

             

                                    On way to Meron for Lag B'Omer                                                                                      Chanukah Menorah Lighting at EL AL Check-In                           

          
 

                                         
      

       RCA Health-Care Chaplains Conference at JFK Airport        "Chaplain of the Year Award" to Rabbi Zev Schostak                                      Israel Spring Break         
 
                                                                      
 

                                                                                  
 
                                         Space Shuttle Lands at JFK Airport                                                                                 Solomon Schecter School of Queens 
 
 
 

                                                                    
                                                                                     Shacharis Minyan for Aveilim returning from Israel 
 
 
 
                       

                                                                               
                                    On way to Meron for Lag B'Omer                                                                                      Chanukah Menorah Lighting at EL AL Check-In                           

          
 

           

               

              

 

      

       RCA Health-Care Chaplains Conference at JFK Airport        "Chaplain of the Year Award" to Rabbi Zev Schostak                
                

      Israel Spring Break         

 
                

                
                

                
      

 

                
                

    

                
                

             

 

 
                

                
         Space Shuttle Lands at JFK Airport             

                
                

                
                

    Solomon Schecter School of Queens 

 
 
 

                
                

                
                

   

 

                
                

                
                

                
     Shacharis Minyan for Aveilim returning from Israel 

 
 
 
                

       

                
        

                 
                

         

             

                
                

    On way to Meron for Lag B'Omer              
                

                
                

                
        Chanukah Menorah Lighting at EL AL Check-In                

           

          
 

                                         
      

       RCA Health-Care Chaplains Conference at JFK Airport        "Chaplain of the Year Award" to Rabbi Zev Schostak                                      Israel Spring Break         
 
                                                                      
 

                                                                                  
 
                                         Space Shuttle Lands at JFK Airport                                                                                 Solomon Schecter School of Queens 
 
 
 

                                                                    
                                                                                     Shacharis Minyan for Aveilim returning from Israel 
 
 
 
                       

                                                                               
                                    On way to Meron for Lag B'Omer                                                                                      Chanukah Menorah Lighting at EL AL Check-In                           

          
 

           

               

              

 

      

       RCA Health-Care Chaplains Conference at JFK Airport        "Chaplain of the Year Award" to Rabbi Zev Schostak                
                

      Israel Spring Break         

 
                

                
                

                
      

 

                
                

    

                
                

             

 

 
                

                
         Space Shuttle Lands at JFK Airport             

                
                

                
                

    Solomon Schecter School of Queens 

 
 
 

                
                

                
                

   

 

                
                

                
                

                
     Shacharis Minyan for Aveilim returning from Israel 

 
 
 
                

       

                
        

                 
                

         

             

                
                

    On way to Meron for Lag B'Omer              
                

                
                

                
        Chanukah Menorah Lighting at EL AL Check-In                

           

          
 

                                         
      

       RCA Health-Care Chaplains Conference at JFK Airport        "Chaplain of the Year Award" to Rabbi Zev Schostak                                      Israel Spring Break         
 
                                                                      
 

                                                                                  
 
                                         Space Shuttle Lands at JFK Airport                                                                                 Solomon Schecter School of Queens 
 
 
 

                                                                    
                                                                                     Shacharis Minyan for Aveilim returning from Israel 
 
 
 
                       

                                                                               
                                    On way to Meron for Lag B'Omer                                                                                      Chanukah Menorah Lighting at EL AL Check-In                           

          
 

           

               

              

 

      

       RCA Health-Care Chaplains Conference at JFK Airport        "Chaplain of the Year Award" to Rabbi Zev Schostak                                      Israel Spring Break         

 
                                                                      
 

                                    

                                             

 

 
                                         Space Shuttle Lands at JFK Airport                                                                                 Solomon Schecter School of Queens 

 
 
 

                                                                   

 

                                                                                     Shacharis Minyan for Aveilim returning from Israel 

 
 
 
                       

                        

                                          

             

                                    On way to Meron for Lag B'Omer                                                                                      Chanukah Menorah Lighting at EL AL Check-In                           

RCA Health-Care Chaplains Conference at JFK Airport “Chaplain of the Year Award”
to Rabbi Zev Schostak

Space Shuttle Lands at JFK Airport

          
 

                                         
      

       RCA Health-Care Chaplains Conference at JFK Airport        "Chaplain of the Year Award" to Rabbi Zev Schostak                                      Israel Spring Break         
 
                                                                      
 

                                                                                  
 
                                         Space Shuttle Lands at JFK Airport                                                                                 Solomon Schecter School of Queens 
 
 
 

                                                                    
                                                                                     Shacharis Minyan for Aveilim returning from Israel 
 
 
 
                       

                                                                               
                                    On way to Meron for Lag B'Omer                                                                                      Chanukah Menorah Lighting at EL AL Check-In                           

          
 

                                         
      

       RCA Health-Care Chaplains Conference at JFK Airport        "Chaplain of the Year Award" to Rabbi Zev Schostak                                      Israel Spring Break         
 
                                                                      
 

                                                                                  
 
                                         Space Shuttle Lands at JFK Airport                                                                                 Solomon Schecter School of Queens 
 
 
 

                                                                    
                                                                                     Shacharis Minyan for Aveilim returning from Israel 
 
 
 
                       

                                                                               
                                    On way to Meron for Lag B'Omer                                                                                      Chanukah Menorah Lighting at EL AL Check-In                           On way to Meron for Lag B’Omer Chanukah Menorah Lighting at El Al Check-In

Solomon Schecter School of Queens

Israel Spring Break



  3

        
 
       During lunch the RCA Health-Care Chaplains bestowed the “Chaplain of the Year”  
       award  to Rabbi Zev Schostak, who is a pioneer in the field of health care chaplaincy.  
       He received the award in recognition of lifetime achievements in the field. Rabbi 
       Schostak has been the Director of Pastoral Care at Gurwin Jewish Nursing and  
       Rehabilitation in Commack, N.Y. for the past 22 years.  
 
       To honor him, Rabbis Shmuel Goldin and Basil Herring, respectively, the president and 
       Executive Vice President of the RCA, as well as Mr. Herbert Friedman, CEO of Gurwin, 
       were present.  
 
       The afternoon session featured presentations by Rabbi Joseph Ozarowski, of the Jewish 
       Healing Network in Chicago, spoke on the topic of “Dealing with Sudden Tragedy 
       and Its Aftermath.”  He presented the group with Judaic sources from the Bible and  
       Talmud supporting the need to provide spiritual care to individuals and groups in disaster  
       situations.  He described the work of J-CERT, the Jewish Community Emergency  
       Resiliency Team.  He also cited models from Jewish history to support the need to 
       provide spiritual care.  He discussed such Jewish concepts as Imo Anochi B’Tzara and 
       Tzelem Elokim, and showed that Jewish values can guide spiritual presence in the  
       face of trauma.  
 
       Dr. David Pelcovitz, Ph.D., a renown psychologist, emphasized in his presentation the 
       considerable amount of clinical research that supports the values in Judaism of caring  
       for those suffering trauma Jewish tradition and Halachic models are critical to the grief  
       and bereavement process. 
 
       Those attending this conference gained a better understanding of how they could 
       contribute to healing people who suffer traumatic events.  The knowledge in Jewish  
       sources can serve as guide for helping people recover.  As stated in Psalm 147:3:  
       HaRofeh L’shvuray Laiv U’M’Chabaish L’Atzvotam: who heals the broken in heart, 
       and binds up their wounds.       

 
 

Purim Tradition at I.S. Adapts to EL AL Schedule 
   For the past several years, we at \ÇàxÜÇtà|ÉÇtÄ  synagogue have davened mincha 

       on Taanit Esther and then davened maariv.  This was then followed by a megillah 
reading prior to the EL AL 7:00PM flight in order to enable passengers to fulfill the 
obligation of listening to the Book of Esther.  This year was different.  On March 7, 

       there was only a “midnight” flight.  There was no need for the earlier service since 
those wishing to hear the reading could go to their local synagogue and then come 
later to the airport.  (This serves as a reminder to travelers that we are available to 
meet their religious needs in unusual circumstances.)  Hamantaschen were also 
provided on March 8, Shushan Purim.  
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        Pre-Passover Tradition at I.S.: Spring Break the 
Jewish Way 

       Many people are familiar with the phrase “Spring Break.”  It usually signifies that 
college students leave colder climates to spend some time in a warm climate to 
relax and enjoy themselves.  Some students may use the time to volunteer to 
assist people in need such as Project Habitat. 

 
       As experienced here at \ÇàxÜÇtà|ÉÇtÄ  synagogue, the concept of Spring Break has 

a slightly different understanding. 
 
       When students leave the United States to spend a year of study in an Israeli 

yeshiva or school, they invariably find that the schools close for the Hebrew month 
of Nissan.  If they are able to afford a “visit” to their family in the States they return 
for the holiday of Passover.   

 
       As in previous years a group of fifteen young men contacted Rabbi Rackman to 

arrange for a mincha service on Monday, March 26 (the third day of Nissan).  They 
were flying on a “cheap” airline and had davened shacharis en route.  But, they had 
missed the Torah reading for Monday.  After arranging for a mincha minyan, the 
students took out the Torah scroll from the ark so that they would not miss the 
opportunity of hearing the appropriate Torah reading from Parshat TZAV, usually 
read during the morning service – shacharis. 

 
 

Chaplains at JFK Join Together with other Staff 
to Clean the Runways 

Once each month volunteers from IAT/Terminal 4 gather together to walk outside the 
terminal in search of garbage.  Any debris that is on or near the runways can damage  
the engines of planes.  This includes paper, fabric, pieces of cement, or even nails and 
screws.  These objects can be swept by suction into the engines of the planes causing 
considerable damage.   

 
Of necessity, there are workers assigned to maintain a “clean airside.”  However, 
any extra pair of eyes and hands can be helpful in protecting the jet engines.  
Because people can be careless, and waste material can accumulate on the 
tarmac, each month a group consisting of managers and employees, of executives 
and workers, of business people and airline personnel, volunteer each month to 
walk around the building in search of F.O.D. – foreign objects and debris.   

 
    For the first time, two months ago, the three chaplains volunteered to join this 

group.  Each person receives a garbage bag and gloves.  On March 19, we spent  
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   an hour “searching for garbage.”  And, indeed the group of seventeen volunteers 

accumulated 22 bags of debris that could have damaged the fan of an engine.  Rabbi 
Rackman found a door hinge on the tarmac that could have severely damaged the fan 
of an engine.  And so, the adage of Benjamin Franklin, “an ounce of prevention is 
worth a pound of cure, “ is in practice at JFK Airport. 

 
 

March of the Living – Day after Passover 
       It has become customary that the main March of the Living takes place on the day after 
       Passover.  Thousands of young people converge on Eastern Europe for a two-day visit 

        concentration camps and then for a visit to Israel.  In past years the synagogue has 
hosted one or two of these contingents on their way through JFK.  This year we were 
asked to host a small group of adults - the benefactors of the program.  Since Rabbi 
Rackman was still in Israel for the holiday of Passover, Mr. Israel Lifschutz served as 
the host for these travellers. 

 
 

Yom  Ha’Atzmaut Party for EL AL  Workers 
          As in previous years International Synagogue has invited the EL AL security workers to 
          the chapel to celebrate Yom Ha’Atzmaut.  We purchased a variety of Middle Eastern  
          food and drinks and extend a hakarat hatov – thank you, to these employees.  We  
          offerred prayers on behalf of the medinah and tzahal.  Because of this careful screening  
          of us, the passengers flying to Israel, we feel safe and more secure.   

 
 

Disaster Preparedness Continues at JFK 
          As reported last May, Rabbi Rackman was selected to spend a week of training at Texas 
          A & M University with a group of employees and managers at JFK for training in disaster  
          Preparedness under the auspices of OEM.  On May 22, this training continued with a   
          Table Top Exercise.  A full-scale exercise will be conducted in the future. 
 

 

Visitors to \ÇàxÜÇtà|ÉÇtÄ  synagogue  
       We have seen two large groups of travellers in the last month.  A large contingent of 
       Viznitz chasidim left for Israel to greet the new Rebbe that was chosen to lead this sect. 
       And, we also greeted a contingent of Slonim chasidim with their Rebbe as they davened  
       in the chapel before boarding a plane to Israel. 
 
       Another organized group of youngsters from the Solomon Schecter of Queens were 
       hosted at the synagogue.   We are now anticipating the summer travelers and the One- 
       Year Program students. 
 
       Also in the days preceeding Lag B’Omer it was pleasant to see groups of many chasidim 
       leaving to visit Meron, in Northern Israel to celebrate the yahrzeit of Rabbi Shimon Bar 
       Yochai.  Some had their three-year old sons “in tow” as they prepared to cut the hair for 
       the first time – UPSCHEERIN. 
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      Each year we try to acknowledge those visitors to our chapel who have signed our Guest  
      Book.  We are truly an \ÇàxÜÇtà|ÉÇtÄ  synagogue in an \ÇàxÜÇtà|ÉÇtÄ  airport: 
 
 
 Yehuda AuGanim (Geneva, Switzerland); Moshe David Mayer (New Square, NY); Rabbi Irv and Jane Beigel 
(Syracuse, NY) sorry we missed seeing you, best regards; Shamai Ben Baruch (Kfar Etzion, Israel) 
Congratulations; Nechemia Bondar (Brooklyn, NY) my first time here! Interesting; Mark K. Jackson Brannum 
(Washington, DC) God Bless You; Chad A. Castille (Oldsmar, FL) Shalom Y’All; A. Dickitman (Lakewood,  

 NJ) It was great, Tizku L’Mitzvos; Hirsch Dlinn (Pittsburgh, PA); Marshall Epstein (Rego Park, NY) Shavuah 
Tov; Mark,Karyn, Nati Faber (Southfield, MI); 

  Steven Fink (Far Rockaway, NY) Yasher Koach for what you have created here.  It is a beautiful shul that 
obviously serves a tremendous purpose!!  Today, my friend from Buffalo, who lost his father last week  

 Needed to daven with a minyan and say kaddish.  This family helped mekarev me to Yiddishkeit, so I came  
 with a friend and my sons Joshua and Akiva.  Also, Sammy Miller, Dr. Shalom Miller’s son, joined us.  It was  
 a very meaningful experience!!  Thank you again and may you be matzliach in all your efforts;      
 Nanim Fishman (Minnesota); Leandro Galantebnik (Buenos Aires, Argentina) This is amazing!; Jeff, Noam,  
and Tuli Garfinkel (Atlanta, GA) Thanks so much! Good Luck; Michael Goldstein (Jerusalem, Israel) GREAT; 

 Eli Goodman (South Africa) Thank you; I davened mincha here and it was gevaldig. However, there was no 
minyan; Rabbi Pinchas Hecht (Far Rockaway, NY) Thank you; Rob Hershenson (Stevenson Ranch, CA); 

 Jaime Hidalgo (Morristown, NJ) Thank you; Meyer Hirchhorn (Tallman, NY); Rabbi Jacob (Brooklyn, NY) I 
davened mincha and maariv and it was a great pleasure; Laura Klein (Berkeley, CA); Levi Klein  

 (Johannesburg, South Africa) It’s a huge kidush HaShem, keep it up, you’re making us very proud; Miriam 
Kosowsky (Newton, MA) Thank you; it was wonderful to be able to find a quiet and spiritual place to daven 
mincha; Maggie N. Landis (Tannersville, NY); Rabbi Elimelech Laufer (Belle Harbor, NY); Sarah Kramer 

 (Spring Valley, NY) Thanks for providing such a beautiful shul; Pinchus Mayer (Monsey, NY) Heimishe 
atmosphere in middle of a wasteland; Rafael Mosbacher (Zurich, Switzerland); DL Captain Mesnikoff (New  

 York) As always, thank you Rabbi Rackman for keeping this sanctuary for us weary travellers; David  
 Pasternack (Jersey City, NJ) Rabbi and Mrs. Yitzchak Pechman (Ramot, Israel); Jonah Plotnick (Jerusalem, 
Israel) regards to all my fellow Jews; Gene Rice (Boca Raton, FL; Rabbi Shlomo Riskin (Efrat, Israel) Thank  

 you for having a place to daven on Tishah B’Av; Yair Ronen (Bet Shemesh, Israel); Leon Rosenstock  
 (Montreal, Canada); Chalom Sabbah (Cote St Lue, Montreal, Canada) may you succeed in all that you do; 
Marlene S. Sabin (Brooklyn, NY) This is a holy sanctuary, I always feel close to HaShem when I am here,  

 Thank you for being with us Boruch HaShem for this synagogue; Dr. Victor Sabo (Miami Beach, FL) Thank  
 you for being “enablers; Dr. Yecheskel Schiller (Seattle, WA); Andrea Schuman (Ra’anana, Israel) Thank  
 you for the beautiful synagogue, it feels like home; Akiva Schvitz (Kew Gardens, NY) Center for Return; Akiva  
 Schwartz (South Africa) Thank you very much for this beautiful chapel, it makes me proud to be a Jew when  
 I see such a thing; Chaim and Lea Schwartz (Brooklyn, NY) arrived from Las Vegas, Nevada. Thanks for  
 giving us a place to pray, rest in quiet and solitude; Ari Seiden (Baltimore, MD); Askonei Mosdos Shendisher 
(Brooklyn, NY); Nosson Sender (Belle Harbor, NY); Byron Shore (Toronto, Canada) Thank you for a nice  

 place to daven; G. Teitel (Lakewood, NJ) Beautiful Kiddush HaShem, what about an updated daily minyan  
 chart; Uri Tornheim (Brooklyn, NY) Thank you!; Ophir Yehezkel Toury (Beitar Elit, Israel) Congratulations;  
 Rena and Norman Turoff (Miami Beach, FL) Regards to Rabbi B.Rackman); Benson Usiade (Indio, CA);  
 Viznitz Chasidim (USA) we are broken hearted on the passing of our great leader the Gaon Rabbi Mozinitz  
 who died on 20 Adar, we are travelling to Israel to greet his son, our leader, who will lead us in the proper  
 path; Edward and Jackie Waingarten (Santiago, Chile); Katherine Wilson (San Francisco, CA) very grateful  
 for this beautiful space to pray and meditate while connecting to flight to Dublin, may we all know peace and 
happiness; Zeev Witeman (Alon Shvut, Israel); Isaac Yakubov, Beautiful place to pray after work; Josh  

 Zaitschek (London, England); Talya Ziskind (Jerusalem, Israel); I always love coming here, having a nice  
 pleasant welcoming place to pray in; Naftoli Tzvi Zisovitz (Bnei Brak, Israel) very very nice. 
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